
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             JANUARY 29, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 339 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I enjoy being given gifts, unless the gifts are 
feelings and thoughts which I do not want or like.  You are the 
one who offers such gifts to me as the way to bring me the 
fullness of my life, which is something you value and 
something with which I wrestle.  To have unwanted feelings 
and thoughts arrive in my awareness unbidden, reminds me of 
how fragile is my sense of self.  Their arrival prompts me to 
consider how conflicted I am below the surface calm of my 
façade, and how driven I am to maintain the illusion of peace 
and well-being that is my persona.  The arrival of these 
thoughts and feelings costs me the easy security in which I live 
most of the time, and I grieve any loss of this sanctuary, even if 
the safety of it is mostly an illusion.  I am reminded: How 
blessed are the poor in spirit, for they will experience the 
power and influence of God.  Help me understand how my 
being receptive to these thoughts and feelings you offer to my 
awareness makes me fortunate and well-off. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 5:1-12 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 340 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Annual Meeting 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for February 5, 2017 
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12); Psalm 112:1-9 (10); 

I Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16); Matthew 5:13-20 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of 
Faith Presbyterian Church will be held today, January 29, 2017, in 
the sanctuary, as soon as feasible following worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

EPIPHANY 
 

…a sudden, intuitive perception of or 
insight into the reality of or essential 

meaning of something. 
 

…an intuitive grasp of reality through 
something usually simple and striking. 

 
…an illuminating discovery, realization 

or disclosure. 
 

…a moment when you suddenly feel 
that you understand or suddenly 

become conscious of something that is 
very important to you. 

 
…a sudden and striking realization. 
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Ordinary Time – 4th Sunday after Epiphany (Matthew 5:1-12) 
 John the Baptist and Jesus demonstrate two related yet different 
“minds” that appear in human life. Each mind can be thought of as a 
“stage” in the mental and emotional development which God 
cultivates in us. That is, God orchestrates in each of us the appearance 
of these two minds: first there is the appearance of the mind we see 
in John, and then the appearance of the mind we see in Jesus. John’s 
“mind” prepares the way for the “Mind” that is then manifest in Jesus. 

The mind we see in John is primarily concerned with our life being 
correct, that is in accordance with the standards with which we were 
raised, and this mind understands the influence of God to be helping 
us live correctly. We experience the mind that John embodies as 1) 
the scrutiny that evaluates the way we are living to see if we are doing 
it “correctly,” and then 2) the urge to think about anything we are 
doing that is not correct, and then 3) the need to reconsider what we 
are doing so that we can do differently and do better. Instead of 
“correct” it might be more helpful to use terms like “familiar, 
customary, normal, habitual, and/or expected,” since the mind we see 
in John would encourage us to be obedient to what we were taught 
or learned and then internalized. 

The Mind we see in Jesus goes beyond this concern that our life be 
correct. It introduces to us the idea that the influence of God is toward 
helping us understand why and how our life is as it is, and helping us 
think and feel our way into the reasons our life contains what it does. 
This Mind encourages and supports us in learning to appreciate and 
understand the social and psychological forces that are at work in our 
life, with an eye toward having a deeper comprehension of the factors 
that shape of our life. We experience the mind that Jesus embodies as 
awareness without evaluation, as the welcome and acceptance which 
allows us to think about the way we are thinking about whatever we 
notice about ourselves. So, the Mind that was at work in Jesus would 
notice something about ourselves and also that we tend to evaluate 
and judge it in terms of whether or not it is correct; this Mind would 
then help us have empathy for ourselves given that this is what 
happens in our life; and, this Mind would then urge us to reconsider 
the way our mind is working, so that our mind can work differently, 
with greater curiosity and appreciation, looking for deeper 
understanding, rather than being obedient to what we inherited and 

internalized. The deeper our self-understanding, the more “just” our 
actions tend to be. 
 The Beatitudes describe what is involved in our responding to the 
urging we are given by the Mind that was at work in Jesus. It is 
important to consider the Beatitudes as a unit since they are linked and 
build one upon the other. That is, the “poverty” with which they begin 
will result in the “mourning” that then comes from the loss which the 
poverty induces. This, in turn, produces “meekness.” The meekness 
gives rise to a “hunger and thirsting” for equitable and fair treatment 
of what has entered our awareness, which comes in the form of 
“mercy.” This internal movement asks of us a steadfastness of heart 
and mind in pursuit of joining with what has been offered to our 
awareness, and there will be consequences to our making this 
commitment. Although the Beatitudes are often used as aphorisms 
(wise sayings), and therefore as things we should strive to be or do, or 
feeling states we should seek to enter, they were not intended that 
way. They are for the purpose of validating the response that is evoked 
by the disclosing that God is always initiating in us. The Beatitudes 
describe what is aroused in us by this internal, subjective revealing and 
divulging, which, once it is rooted in us, will segue into the objective 
world as morality and justice. 
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
This concept is the bedrock of the entire sequence. The word “poor” 
refers to someone who is dependent on what they are given in order 
to live; the word “spirit” refers to what we might call “a mental 
disposition.” How “blest” [fortunate or well off] we are when our 
mental disposition is one of receptivity to what is brought to our 
awareness, especially when what enters our awareness is neither 
customary nor expected. How fortunate we are when we are open to 
exploring and assimilating ideas and feelings that have become 
unfamiliar to us in the present because they were unwanted and 
unwelcomed in the past. Our being receptive in this way is how we 
experience the influence [kingdom] of God in shaping and guiding our 
life, and is how we grasp the way God unfolds our life. 
 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” 
Welcoming what is unexpected and unfamiliar always involves loss—
loss of the known and familiar, loss of stability, and of approval. What 
comes to us around the edges of our mourning or grieving this loss is 
“comfort” [the Greek word means “to call near”]. Our grief calls God 



near, and God comes in the form of sympathy and empathy for the 
loss precipitated by the expansion of our awareness. 
 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” The word 
“meek” means “mild,” by implication “humble.” The word “earth” 
means “soil,” by extension a “region,” including its occupants.” As our 
hearts/minds become humble and receptive to considering what 
comes to our awareness, we become more completely grounded in, 
and begin to possess a more accurate and complete sense of, our own 
place/space/self. 
 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they shall be filled.” The Greek word translated as “hunger” is stronger 
than the English indicates; it is “famish.” “Thirst” is “thirst;” 
“righteousness” means “equitable and fair treatment;” “filled” means 
“to supply in abundance.” Those who are starved for increased 
understanding and comprehension of the person they are will have it 
supplied in excess. 
 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.” “Merciful” 
means “compassionate,” active compassion. As we are 
compassionate with ourselves for considering what is unfamiliar and 
unexpected, we find that compassion comes back to us when we 
consider things about our life that can be difficult. This same idea is 
found elsewhere: “As you sow, so shall you reap.” 
 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” The word 
“pure” means “clean;” “heart” refers to what we would call “mind;” 
“see” means “to apprehend or take in something remarkable with 
wide open eyes.” Whether we use the word “pure” or “clean” the idea 
is to be steadfast in pursuit of a Mind that remains open to the 
unexpected and unfamiliar. Those who do so will be able to grasp the 
remarkable activity which God is, the activity done within us to bring 
our life together and give us the fullness of our own life. 
 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children 
of God.” “Peacemakers” is the word “pacificatory;” “children” refers 
to “son,” someone who is of the family of God, God’s kin. If we 
remember that the Greek word for “peace” comes from the root “to 
join,” then those who seek to join with the unfamiliar and unexpected, 
who welcome it rather than wage war on it, are God’s kin. 
 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” The word “persecuted” is the word 
“pursued;” “Righteousness” means “equity of character and action.” 

When we are pursued by [driven by] the desire for the equitable and 
impartial inclusion of the unfamiliar and unexpected, we are living 
inside and under the influence [kingdom] of God. 
 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” The effort to welcome 
and admit the unfamiliar and unexpected aspects of our life will pull us 
out of the customary thought-world of those who raised us and of our 
society. Those who remain in that thought-world will not be neutral 
toward us. They will “revile” [defame] us, “persecute” [pursue in the 
sense of chase and try to overtake] us, “utter evil falsely” [to speak or 
say an untruth] against us. Internally and externally we will be 
chastised and harassed by whoever wishes to stay within the familiar. 
When this happens “rejoice” [be cheer-full] and be “glad” [exult] for 
this means that you are “hitting the mark;” for this is what has been 
done to, and is done to, the prophets of God. 
 The Mind we see in Jesus takes us into our own interior, into a 
consideration of what motivates and influences the way we live. It is 
not concerned with our complying with the way we were raised, as is 
John’s mind, but with our being able to participate with more of our 
life than when we were growing up. It expands our experience of our 
life, especially by recovering and including elements of our life that in 
some way were left behind in growing up. Rather than this being 
something we accomplish, it is something God accomplishes and we 
receive. The Beatitudes describe key elements involved in our being 
receptive to this work God is and does. 

[Jim Robie, 1-27-17, Lectionary Cycle A., Matthew 5:1-12] 

 


